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As will be shown later, the plain and fancy cloths made
in such infinite varieties are distributed throughout the
world, our two greatest markets being India and China.
The spread of the cotton trade throughout the world is
most remarkable. For a long time Lancashire was
practically the sole producer of cotton cloth, but now
the manufacturing system is rapidly becoming adopted by
all civilized countries. The competition, too, is extremely
keen, and the utmost vigilance is required if the manu-
facturer is to secure an adequate profit upon the capital
invested.
The actual fabrics themselves are divided into five
classes: plain, twill, figured, gauze, and double cloths.
The ordinary calico is an example of plain cloth. Twills
are those where regularly defined lines run obliquely
across the piece. Figuring is applied to cloth with more
or less elaborate designs, from the common spot to a
large floral effect. Gauze fabrics are cloths where the
warp threads are made to cross each other instead of
running straight. A common form of double cloth
. is the woven bag, or pillow-case. Another class may be
referred to, though it is really one of the foregoing. It
is that of pile cloths, of which velvet is the common
form. But in addition to all this, these various classes
are subdivided into almost innumerable varieties of
each class. Take, for instance, that of plain cloth.
Amongst the varieties are shirtings, printers, jaconettes,
long cloths, cLhooties, madapollams, royal ribbs, poplins,
etc.; all these being of a perfectly plain weave but
differing in texture and appearance, and adapted for
the peculiar requirements of people all over the world.
India and China are the large markets for shirtings, but
the Chinaman, as a rule, requires a better article than
that which will find a purchaser in the Indian market.
Dhooties are goods confined solely to the Indian trade.
A plain dhooty is a plain calico with coloured edges
varying from ^ in. to 3 in. in width, and at regular
distances of from 2 to 5 yd. coloured bars of weft, of a